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MS. BASTEDENBECK: Today's date is 
October 12th, 2001. The time is now 8:20 
a.m. my name is Christine Bastedenbeck from 
the New York City Fire Department. I'm 
conducting an interview this morning with 
the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

LIEUTENANT DAVID: Lieutenant Roy 
David, emergency medical service. 

MS. BASTEDENBECK: Where are you 
assigned? 

LIEUTENANT DAVID: Battalion 8, 
Manhattan south. 

MS. BASTEDENBECK: Also present for the 
interview is -- 

MR. ECCLESTON: Christopher Eccleston 
of the New York City Fire Department. 


Q. Lieutenant David, can you tell us about 


the events of September 11th, 2001, that morning. 


A. September 11th, 2001, at approximately 


8:50 in the morning I was assigned to the 
academy, the second week of an EMT refresher 


course. 


While on a break just in front of the 
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academy, I was informed of an airplane crash into 
the World Trade Center. Subsequently this event 
was confirmed, and we were informed that we would 
be mobilized to the location. 

There was a delay in obtaining vehicles 
for us to leave in. However, during that time 
some members, both of the ALS refresher and of 
the BLS refresher, were placed in ambulances, 
equipped and dispatched to the location. We then 
were placed aboard one Fire Department bus and 
two Transit Authority buses and in convoy, led by 
Chief McFarland, we responded into Manhattan. 

Upon arrival in Manhattan, we were 
prestaged at a total of three locations prior to 
getting into the work area. The first one was 
the Pearl Street side of One Police Plaza. We 
stayed there approximately 35 minutes. The 
second one was Broadway just north of Chambers 
Street, half a block south of 26 Federal Plaza. 
Then we wound up at Church and Worth. There was 
some concerns about the 26th Federal Plaza being 
a potential hot spot, so we moved from there over 
to Church and Worth. That's an approximate. But 


it was on Church in the vicinity of Worth. 
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Then we were brought into the -- excuse 
me. I have to request the name of that high 
school, the one -- 

Q. Stuyvesant. 

A. Stuyvesant High School, which is just 
to the west of West Street approximately two 
blocks north of the site. 

At that point all the members that were 
on board the three buses were directed into the 
high school to assist there and be dispatched to 
other locations, and I was directed by an unknown 
person at this time to report to the command post 
to Chief Kowalczyk. 

Upon arrival at the command post, Chief 
Kowalczyk directed me over to 225 Broadway. 

There in command of the medical treatment area, 
which included doctors and nurses, was Chief 
Charles Wells. I was eventually brought back to 
the command post by Charles Wells and then 
redispatched back to that location. 

When I was sent back to the location 
the second time, I was armed with a list of units 
that were to be released from the scene and 


redeployed back into 911 due to the high call 
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volume. 

While I was in the process of releasing 
those units and working it out with Captain Race 
who was left in charge of the medical operation, 
I was approached by a clergyman from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation who informed me that Fire 
Department chaplain Father Mychal Judge had 
expired and was in the Church and was in need of 
transport. 

I quickly grabbed one of the units that 
I had that I was in the process of releasing and 
directed them to pick up and move Father Judge. 
When that was accomplished, I remained at the 
medical post assisting and also assisting with 
the move. We transferred the operation from the 
225 Broadway to the lobby of Pace University. 

At Pace University we had -- we set 
up -- I'm sorry, we set up in that lobby of that 
building, the lobby and the actual whole first 
floor. There was a threat of collapse of 
building number seven, so 225, we had to evacuate 
it. 

While operating at Pace University in 


the lobby of the building, building number seven 
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or tower seven did in fact collapse and create a 
hazard on our side. But luckily we didn't lose 
anybody. No one was injured as a result of it, 
and we continued the operation. 

I stayed there until approximately 
11:00 at night, at which point I was brought back 
to the command post and just assisted with some 
miscellaneous tasks. I probably left the scene 
at 1:30, and I secured a ride out of there with 
Chief James Martin. 

Q. Can you just give me a little more 
detail when you approached about Father Judge? 

A. I was approached by, again, an unknown 
priest from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
since that was the jacket he was wearing, and he 
stated to me that Father Judge had expired 
approximately two hours ago. 

When I went into the Church, in fact he 
had been pronounced by Dr. Kelly sometime 
earlier. At this point they just wanted to 
remove him up to his perish so that I guess he 
could be prepared for the next step. 

He appeared to have an injury, a heavy 


bleeding injury to the left side of the rear of 
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his head, and it was obvious that he was also 
covered in debris, as his face and the rest of 
his body was covered with just I guess crushed 
mortar and brick matter. 

Q. So you picked him up from what church? 


A. I don't know the name of the Church. 


It's on -- I'd have to refer to the map. 

Q. I'm not sure if that map covers 
everything. 

A. Yeah, let me just see. Let me orient 


myself here. It was St. Paul -- no. St. Peter's 
Church, which was on Barclay Street between 
Church and Broadway. 

Q. So you assigned a unit there to -- 

A. Well, there were several units there 
that were operating supporting the medical unit 
for transport. As they were being released, this 
is the time that I was approached by this priest 
and asked for help. 

A member from my command by the name of 
Carpenter was on one of the units I believe like 
an 8 Mary or something, perhaps an extra unit 
that had been running for the day. He was on 


that unit, and he was the one that did the 
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removal. I can't recall who his partner was at 
the time. 

Q. And then they removed Father Judge to 
where? 

A. They removed Father Judge to his 
parish, which is located on 31st Street. It's 
just opposite a fire station, I believe. 

Q. Engine Company 1? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's where they left his body? 

A. Yes. They took him there, and I 
believe that's where they left him. 

Q. Do you have any other comments you'd 
like to make at this time regarding the events 
that morning? Anything you say is fine. 

A. Okay. My only concern was that -- and 
again this is not a bad mark against anyone. But 
knowing that at any time the personnel in the 
academy can be deployed, I think that the 
department should provide buses or some other 
type of mass people mover vehicles there, 
deadlined, ready to be moved. Because the only 
thing that we had that we could depend on was a 


few ambulances, and it just wasn't enough to move 
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60, 70 people from the academy. 
Q. That's it? Okay. 
MS. BASTEDENBECK: This concludes our 
interview with Lieutenant Roy David. We 
thank you very much for your comments. The 


time now is 831 hours. 


